
salt manufacturers’ association

The new legislation that came into force last year makes it clear
that Local Authorities have a legal responsibility to ensure, so
far as is reasonably practicable, that safe passage along a
highway is not endangered by snow and ice.  But what does this
actually mean?  And what should Local Authorities be doing?

> Of course every Local Authority has budgetary constraints
and it is not possible or practical to treat every road and
every footpath but it is necessary to be able to show that
reasonable consideration has been given to which roads
and pathways are gritted.  To this end a proper audit of
road use should be carried out.

> Winter maintenance policies need to be consistent with 
other policies such as Safe Routes to School.

> There needs to be more dialogue and consistency between
individual Authorities and between Authorities and private
contractors so that the public doesn’t experience disparities
in the condition of roads as they travel across boundaries.

> Winter maintenance policies need to be clearly published 
so that it is easy for the public to see what procedures are
in place for the area in which they live, travel and work.  
Although one of the best places to do this is on Local 
Authority websites. In a recent web survey conducted by the
SMA, less than half of those Authorities with responsibilities
for gritting have published details of their winter
maintenance plans on their website. 

> Actively encourage the public to play their part in safer
winter roads by providing information and advice on     
winter driving and the particular travelling issues of 
importance in your area.

WINTER MAINTENANCE – 
NOW A LEGAL REQUIREMENT
ARE YOU DOING ENOUGH?
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